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The events of 1968 ushered in a long period of protest. During a campus strike in 1970,  
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This is the place.” “This is the place.” “This is the place.” Women’s voices layer 
over one another as a camera pans Galen Stone Tower, Lake Waban from Tupelo 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????
?????????? ??? ????????????????? ????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????
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learn here just pours out.
This is the place where we have the best????????????????????????????? ????? ??????????????
??????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????? ?????????????
?????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
















place where it’s no surprise, then, 
??????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????






Alice M. Hummer, editor




Letters to the Editor
Wellesley welcomes short letters (300 words 
maximum) relating to articles or items that have 
appeared in recent issues of the magazine. Send 
your remarks to the Editor, Wellesley magazine, 
106 Central St., Wellesley, MA 02481-8203, email 
your comments to magazine@wellesley.edu, 
or submit a letter via the magazine’s website, 
magazine.wellesley.edu.
#MeToo
I read with great interest the summer ’18 issue, 
as the “The #MeToo Reckoning” really caught 
my eye. I appreciated the article and the piece 
from President Johnson, “Ending Harassment 
????????????????? ???????????????????????????????
that helps companies with this issue, but also I 
have my own #MeToo experience that occurred 
in my junior year of college.
I was a psychobiology major at Wellesley and 
decided to expand my horizons and attend one 
of the schools on the Twelve College Exchange 
program. One night during that year, I had to 
meet my professor in the science lab to work on 
my project, and he quite unexpectedly sexually 
assaulted me. Much like other victims whose 
attacker holds power over them, as Linda 
Williams reported in the article, I said nothing, 
did nothing, and kept it inside.
It wasn’t until I returned to Wellesley my 
senior year and took a class in women’s studies 
that I got a chance to write a paper about my expe-
rience and enjoy the cathartic relief that provided. 
??????????????????? ????????????????????????????????
students. However, I was always regretful that I 
missed a chance to stop further attacks.
We are at a pivotal moment now in history 
that women have a stronger voice and will be 
believed. I encourage my fellow sisters to take 
it. I am so proud that I have raised a teenage 
daughter who has been trained by the YWCA to 
be a teen advocate to educate teens about what 
constitutes a healthy relationship.
Genevieve Needham Roberts ’87
Glen Allen, Va.
Financial Complexity
As a former member of the Wellesley College 
Board of Trustees Investment and Finance 
committees, I am very cognizant of the com-
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
planning. I just wanted to send a thank you and 
congratulatory note for such a good article about 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
goals (“Building for the Future,” summer ’18). I 
cannot recall the last time we laid out both our 
assets and challenges to the alumnae and the 




I loved the editor’s letter in the summer ’18 issue 
(“From the Editor”). I’m a former executive 
director of the Alumnae Association, and golf-
cart conversations were also my favorite reunion 
times. The passenger who stands out to me rode 
my golf cart on a day opposite to the one Alice 
Hummer wrote about.
It was a soggy, cold June afternoon. An older 
alum in a poncho flagged me down. She was 
clutching a disposable camera. She wanted to 
take a photo of her class tree. I asked her where 
it was, and she said, “Well, I think it is along the 
lake, sort of near the tennis courts.” We set off, 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
it. As we drove, she told me that she was sure this 
would be her last visit to campus, and she wanted 
to take a picture of herself with her class tree.
I was then a woman with a mission. We cruised 
up and down the area where she thought the 
tree was, and eventually we found it. Wrapped 
in her rain gear, wind howling, and sheets of rain 
coming down, she posed with a huge smile next 
to the tree and we did a full photo shoot. That 
was her Wellesley joy—and mine, too.
Alison Greer ’87
Owings Mills, Md.
Purrs Courtesy of Wellesley
Thank you for writing about our beloved Wellesley 
Wags and Whiskers Facebook group (“The Heart 
of a Pet,” summer ’18). Reading posts and sharing 
pictures in the group is a highlight of my day. I 
adopted a cat that Yuki Nakayama ’08 posted 
about that was destined to be euthanized. Xena 
and I have had 18 months together because of 




I am honored to serve as Wellesley’s new board chair and humbled by the 
example of the great chairs who preceded me. In particular, thanks to my immedi-
ate predecessor, Laura Daignault Gates ’72, for her truly signifi cant body of work.
I’m excited to work closely with Paula Johnson. We all see what a gifted leader 
she is in celebrating the College’s strengths, pursuing improvement in all things, 
and promoting community among students, alumnae, faculty, and staff .
Completing our comprehensive campaign a year early and exceeding our 
goal is a moment to celebrate, but not to rest. With historically high applications 
demonstrating Wellesley’s recognized value, it is a great time to set our sights 
high for the College to do an even better job meeting the challenges all liberal arts 
colleges face in 2018 and seizing opportunities from which Wellesley is uniquely 
poised to benefi t.
My fellow trustees are, to a person, insightful and committed to tackling the 
most consequential issues. In that spirit, the board held a retreat in June with 
administrators and faculty who participate in board committees to identify key 
focus areas for the board’s oversight and inquiry. We affi  rmed our aspiration that 
each student receive an unsurpassed 21st-century liberal arts education as part 
of an inclusive, engaged community that is respectful of diverse points of view, 
and to which women are accepted through need-blind admission with a commit-
ment to meet their fi nancial needs.
Essential to this aspiration is supporting our superb faculty and continuing 
our work on fi nancial sustainability and campus renewal. Notably, we are also 
increasing the attention we give to enhancing Wellesley’s profi le in the outside 
world to improve opportunities for our students and alumnae. Yes, these are quite 
general concepts, so we also identifi ed specifi cs for attention. The committee 
chairs, the senior leadership team, Paula, board vice chair Tom Faust, and I are 
refi ning these into board and committee agenda items. As agenda items become 
work product, you will learn more about them.
As the daughter-in-law of a ’41 alumna and mother of an ’07 alumna, I know 
our alumnae experience in their own eras both a very diff erent Wellesley and one 
with fundamental continuity. I believe what makes Wellesley great has been its 
ability to provide our students with an education and an experience that derive 
unique worth from melding learning and circumstance current to their times with 
timeless values particular to Wellesley.
Please write on any matter of interest to WellesleyBoard@wellesley.edu.
Best regards,
Debora de Hoyos ’75
From the Chair of the Wellesley College Board of Trustees
WINDOW ON WELLESLEYFROM THE PRESID NT
As you read in this issue 
about the historic success of 
the College’s comprehensive 
campaign—the largest ever 
undertaken by a women’s 
college, and completed a year 
early—take a moment to 
think about the stories behind 
the banner headline. Our re-
markable achievement has much to tell us about ourselves 
as a College, a community, and about what we must do next, 
as a leader in educating and empowering women.
First, when I think about the campaign’s success, I see a 
dedicated and visionary community and what it can accom-
plish together. More than 85,000 gifts were $100 or less, and 
alumnae giving spanned the generations, from the classes of 
1928 to 2022. These numbers send a truly inspiring message: 
?????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????-
paign has strengthened and will continue to strengthen the 
Wellesley experience for students, both current and future, 
from our academic program to our ability to offer more 
??????????????????????????????
Second, you may be interested to know that “Intellectual 
Community,” as a campaign priority, attracted the most 
???????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????
that a liberal arts education can transform a student’s life 
and open up new possibilities.
Now, we must also recognize that the campaign’s conclu-
sion starts a new story—positioning us to address critical 
priorities as we move forward.
We must create a more fully inclusive and equitable 
campus experience, from the core academic program to the 
many aspects of residential life that shape students’ four 
years. Though more work lies ahead, progress in this area 
has already begun. For example, faculty across campus 
are seeking new and effective ways to promote the success 
of all of our students—and at the same time maintain the 
most rigorous standards for a liberal arts education.
Next, we must ensure that all students can take advan-
tage of the promise of Wellesley’s unique and empowering 
residential experience. We will accomplish this through 
a reimagined approach to residential life at Wellesley, 
expanding and simultaneously linking health and wellness 
resources so that all students can make the most of their 
time here. They will leave Wellesley with the resilience and 
sense of balance that will serve them no matter what path 
they take. Connected to this goal is the continued need to 
sustain, improve, and steward the campus students call 
home—and from which alumnae draw strength.
It is essential that we continue to invest in our extraor-
dinary faculty and innovate where it matters most, 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
ing our commitment to the humanities, social sciences, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
already an academic leader in many respects, through our 
Calderwood Seminars in Public Writing and the Wendy 
Judge Paulson ’69 Ecology of Place Initiative, to name just 
two examples. With our new science center on the horizon, 
we will be even better able to advance STEM education 
for women. Our Career Education program, recognized as 
a leader by our peers, will continue to evolve in the many 
ways it supports students and alumnae alike as they negoti-
ate their futures.
Our commitment to need-blind admission remains 
strong, ensuring that our student body is composed of 
every admitted student who wishes to attend, no matter 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
progress toward a sustainable operating budget model in 
order to ensure the brightest future possible for Wellesley.
To be sure, meeting these priorities head-on offers us 
? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
We must be forward-thinking, creative at every step, and 
strategically nimble. Ongoing support from the entire 
Wellesley community will be crucial. At this moment, when 
women hold the greatest promise for change and progress, 
we simply cannot achieve our greatest potential without 
you. In very real ways, you are key to Wellesley’s future 
and to the change it will catalyze in the world through its 
students and alumnae. You will help us build the foundation 
for our next chapter.
—Paula A. Johnson, president
A Foundation for Our Future
Faculty across campus are seeking new  
and effective ways to promote the success 
of all of our students—and at the same time 
maintain the most rigorous standards for a 
















This summer, as part of the renovation of the Science 
Center’s L-wing, tens of tons of materials came out 
of the laboratories—glassware, safety goggles, lab 
equipment, books and papers, circa-1977 bright-
orange plastic bins. What wasn’t recycled or put into 
long-term storage was moved into an interconnected 
complex of modular buildings on Gray Lot next to the 
Science Center, the home for most laboratory science 
at Wellesley for the academic year. 
“The lab trailers are much nicer than I expected, 
and I think they’re actually doing the job! I was defi-
nitely skeptical, but the professors are working hard on 
a lot of different ways to make them work,” says Meg 
Berry ’20, president of the Biology and Biochemistry 
Club. However, she says, the real challenge is navi-
gating the Science Center with the L-wing walled 
off for construction and the main entrance closed. 
“Everything is just a bit of a scramble—for professors 
and students.”
—Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99
For more on the renovation and construction plans, 
see “The Science Center, Reimagined,” page 8.
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WINDOW ON WELLESLEY / IN PERSON
W
hen Dean of Students Sheilah 
Shaw Horton looks to the future of 
Wellesley, she sees students rep-
resenting different races, gender 
identities, and geographies who feel 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????
a handle on their stress, and they can step away 
???????????????????????????????????????????????




residence halls compete in a hydration challenge 
to remind students how crucial it is to drink 
??????? ?????? ??????? ????????????????????????
????????????????????????? ????? ??????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
“Students need recognition and acknowl-

















leaders, and took part in Flower Sunday and 
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One concrete change Horton has made is to 










tree also requires sustenance, plus a nurtur-
???????????????? ????????????????????????????
???????????????????














rewards, too: “Nothing compares to the excite-
ment of knowing today could be the day you 
?????????????????????????
There was plenty of excitement last summer 
on Severance Hill when the dig started uncover-
?????????????????????????? ???????????????????????
was a huge amount of debris from the massive 
???????? ?????????????????? ?????????????????????
in 1914—a thick layer of ash with a high concen-
????????????????????? ??????????????????????????
also brought up a melted glass bottle top and 
stopper, possibly from a bottle of chemicals; a 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
an object Morris calls “an odd stirrup-shaped 
piece of metal—we still don’t know exactly what 
??????????????????????????????????????????????
ting something sparkly amid the ash and dirt 
?????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????
ments of a human skull, about the size of silver 
????????? ????????????????????????? ??????????




??? ???????????? ???????? ???????? ???????????




Many of the artifacts may have been rem-
??????????????????????????????????? ?????????? ???
geode had glass melted into it, and the mineral 
samples, including kyanite crystals, are not 
????????????????????????????????????????????
cludes that they were samples stored in a glass 
??????????????????????
????? ?????????????????????????????????????
Culture class is curating an exhibit of some of 
??????????
—Alice M. Hummer
 “THE DAILY LIFE of an archaeologist is tough 
???????????? ??????? ????????????????????????
Working on an archaeological dig, like the one 
on campus last summer on the site of old College 




??????????????? ?????????? ???????????? ????????
???????? ????????????????? ?????? ?????????????
THE CHILLING STORY ??? ????????????????????????






ing, and when he does, it’s too late: His own dogs 
????????? ???????????? ???????????
This dramatic bronze sculpture, a campaign 





him to study and travel throughout Italy and 




An 1880s photo shows students in a College Hall lab with a skeleton used for teaching physiology.
?????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????? ????? ????
Manship’s art, with its emphasis on sleek 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????
of art deco, a style encompassing everything from 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
and titans of industry commissioned the artist to 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
the classical virtues of proportion, symmetry, and 
????????? ????????? ?????????????????????? ???
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????? ??????????? ??????????????? ??? ?????
????????? ????????????
????? ???? ??????????????????? ???????????
have gone in and out of fashion; one critic in a 







Manship’s own statements indicate that 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
opinion: “… What matters is the spirit which the 
artist puts into his creation—the vitality, the 
??????????????????????????????
—April Austin
ACTAEON, 1924, PAUL MANSHIP, BRONZE ON MARBLE PERIOD BASE, 25 5⁄8 IN. X 31 3⁄4 IN. BY 7 7⁄8 IN., GIFT OF MARY WHITE ’79
Uncovering Science at Wellesley
ART OF WELLESLEY




























T he moment Cathy Summa ’83 clapped eyes on the Science Center as a touring high-school student in the late ’70s, she knew she had to attend Wellesley. “I saw 
this building, and it was such a strong statement 
about Wellesley being supportive of women in 
science. …  And then the fact that there was a 
stunning discrepancy between this really bold 
architecture and everything else that looked like 
a staid college. …  I thought, ‘This is going to be 
great,’” remembers Summa, who has a Ph.D. in 
earth, atmospheric, and planetary sciences from 
MIT and has been the director of the Science 
Center since 2010.
The monumental building, designed by 
Perry, Dean, Stahl, and Rogers and completed 
in 1977, has been great, “a playground for the 
sciences,” says Summa, for several generations 
of Wellesley students. Now, 40 years later, the 
College has embarked on a multiyear mission to 
reimagine the building, restoring and renovat-
ing the exterior and 1977 addition (called the 
L-wing, for “laboratory”).
The project will keep the exterior wall of 
the 1920s-era Sage Hall, maintaining the iconic, 
soaring atrium known as “the Focus,” while 
removing Sage itself. The College investigated 
renovating Sage, but its ceilings are too low, the 
building is too dark, and its classrooms are too 
small for today’s needs. “It can’t be made into 
a space that’s suitable for modern pedagogy,” 
says Ann Velenchik, dean of academic affairs, 
The Science Center, 
At the heart of the new construction in the Science Center will be the T.T. and W.F. Chao Foundation Innovation Hub, 
which will provide laboratory and active-learning and teaching spaces to be used by all disciplines.
who leads the academic side of the project 
with Summa. In its place, architects Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill (SOM) have designed an addi-
?????????? ?????????????????????????? ???????????????
intuitive to navigate. It will promote collaboration 
across disciplines and have appropriately sized 
classrooms, more communal spaces, and better 
access and views to the surrounding landscape.
“This is a significant undertaking for the 
College. It’s both the largest construction project 
we’ve ever done and the most expensive piece of 
construction we have ever done,” says Velenchik.
The complexity of the project comes in part 
from the desire to preserve the historic aspects 




















Brutalist architecture of that period on a college 
campus in New England, and some people would 
argue on a college campus anywhere.” But the 
planning team also had to consider pedagogical, 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
?? ??????????????????????????????????????????
management plan from architectural preser-
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????? ????? ????????????????????
 F irst, the exterior of the L-wing, with its trademark blue-and-orange color scheme, ????????? ???????????????????????????????????(see page 42). Because the 1977 building 




with materials including more durable alumi-
num window framing, painstakingly matched to 
the colors of the original frames, and clear and 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
will do a lot to make the Science Center more 
energy efficient; it’s the largest consumer of 
energy on campus by far. In fact, the College has 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
building once it is complete, and Velenchik hopes 
that it will exceed those standards.
Second, the Focus will be retained, which, 
as Velenchik describes, is “the part of the build-
ing that makes you gasp. … It’s a soaring space. 
It has a blue ceiling to simulate the outside. It 
has the lampposts. It has this feeling of being 
both outside and inside that is generated by the 
Sage wall.”
???? ??????????? ???? ??????? ??????????? ????
watchful stuffed bison head, and the bridges that 
span the Focus space will all remain, although 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????? ????????? ???? ????????????
????? ??????????????????????????????????????????-
nally been the back entrance to Sage Hall will 
?????????????? ???? ???????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????-
mises made by the Science Center building com-
????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
from each department in the building, plus a 
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????? ????
lightly, says Velenchik, and has been met with 
protest on campus and off.
Many of the taxidermied birds that perched 
??????????????????????????????????????????????
??? ????????????????????????????????????????
they had been donated to Wellesley after the 
????????????? ????????? ??????????????????????
that are extinct, the passenger pigeon and the 
Carolina parakeet, are remaining at Wellesley.
?????????????????????????????????????????-






buildings. So Sage will be replaced not by one 
building, but by a series of wings that [center 
???????? ???? ????? ????????? ????????????????
??????????? ???????????????? ??????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????





through a mudroom, for the many students and 
faculty members who are studying Wellesley’s 
????????????????????????????????????? ?????????
general-use wet lab and a kitchen lab, which can 
be used in conjunction with the nearby Edible 
Ecosystem garden, or, perhaps, by a microbiol-
ogy class that includes a cheesemaking lab. 
???? ???????? ????????? ?????? ???? ???????
??????????????????????????????????????????-
nent spot in the building, connecting to the 




the new space will include a colloquium space 
for the math department, shared-use computer 
labs, and more classrooms.
Both the new building and the L-wing 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????-
ible so that students and faculty can be teach-
?????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????
been designed with modern pedagogy in mind: 
????????????????????? ????????????????? ????????
collaborate, long a challenge in Sage.
???? ??????? ???????? ???????? ??? ???? ?????
???????????????????????????????????????????????
???? ??????? ????????????? ???????????????????
?????????????????? ???????? ????? ?????????????
area will hold a new maker space, a data lab, class-
??????????????????????????????? ??????????????
Interaction Lab. “Part of our goal for the L-wing 
is to recognize that there’s a broad range of what 
??????????????????????????????????????????????
sciences there, computer science, and computa-
????????????????????????????????????????? ?????
the Science Library was will remain as a com-
??????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????? ????????????????????????????
other informal gathering spots.
 C onstruction on the L-wing began this ??????????????????????? ????????????????spaces in the building or the new modular buildings in Gray Lot (see “Science, Gone 
????????????????????????????????????????????? ????
???????????????????????????????????????????? ????
and the E-wing (the 1991 addition) will empty into 
???????????????????????????????????????????????




your bathroom. And this makes your bathroom 
????????????????????????????????? ????????????
But when the building is complete, the hope 
is that its new spaces will lure future generations 
of women to Wellesley, and then inspire them to 
pursue career in the sciences, as it did for Cathy 
Summa 40 years ago.
—Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99




WINDOW ON WELLESLEY / SPORTS
They are seven, some of the shining stars of Wellesley athletics through  
the decades. Some have competed in NCAA national championships and have 
garnered All-American honors. Some have taken home scholar-athlete awards 
and hold records in their sports. One spent 16 years building Wellesley’s 
athletic program into what it is today. In October, they stepped into the campus 
limelight, interacting with students as they joined celebrations to induct them 
into the Wellesley Athletics Hall of Fame.
Each has a story to tell of the way sports have shaped and enriched her life. 
Betsy Turner Jordan ’59—a highly decorated masters swimmer—spoke to the 
magazine about her decades in the water. The stories of other inductees can 
be found at magazine.wellesley.edu.
When Betsy Turner Jordan ’59 came to Wellesley 
in the pre-Title IX days, there was no intercol-
legiate swimming program. As a teenager, she 
had set a national junior record in the 200-yard 
backstroke and won a three-mile national lake 
swim. At Senior Nationals, she had placed second 
in several backstroke events, and in 1952 she was 
a member of a 150-meter medley relay team that 
set an American record. But at the time, the 
only place women could go to college and still 
swim was Purdue University. “I didn’t want 
to go to Purdue. I wanted to go to Wellesley!” 
she remembers. So Jordan came and swam 
in intramural dorm meets—and water ballet 
performances.
In 1971, Turner plunged back into compet-
itive swimming, this time at the masters level, 
while raising four children and earning a doc-
toral degree. She competed across the U.S. and 
participated in world championships as far away 
as Tokyo and Christchurch, New Zealand. She 
set 38 world records in different age groups for 
????????????????????????????????????? ??????? ???
has also competed in open water swims, most 
notably in 2012 as part of a six-woman over-70 
team, where—at age 75—she helped set a new 
Catalina Channel Swimming Federation age 
group record that still stands.
Do you still swim competitively or just for 
pleasure? What’s your daily routine?
I swim primarily for pleasure now, although from 
time to time I am coaxed back into competition. 
For instance, my four children and I [formed] 
a team, called “the Jordan pod,” to compete in 
?????????????????????????????????????????????
juvenile diabetes. As for daily routine, it changes 
according to time of year and weather. Here in 
southern California, the ocean is warm enough 
for comfortable swimming usually through 
October. Otherwise, I seek out nearby pools for 
regular workouts. I try to swim at least three 
times a week, for about an hour.
What accomplishment are you most proud of?
The most thrilling thing for me was being 
inducted into the International Masters 
Swimming Hall of Fame in Fort Lauderdale, 
??????????????? ???????????????????????????????
dedication to the sport of swimming, as well as 
????????????????????????
What are the most important lessons swim-
ming has taught you?
In swimming, as in any other sport, sometimes 
you win and sometimes you lose. But overall, it 
is the participation that enriches. Learning to 
win graciously, and—perhaps even more impor-
tant—learning to lose gracefully, teach one to 
enjoy a sport, to get to know one’s competitors, 
and to take delight in helping one’s body grow 
and develop. Friendships made through swim-
ming are lasting and deep.
Any words of advice for older athletes?
Jump right in! There are skill levels for everyone. 
Your body will thank you for the regular atten-
tion and loving care you give to it. Your family 
will thank you for keeping yourself in good 
shape. Your friends will thank you for your time 
?????????????????????????????????????????? ????
?????????????????????????????????????????????-
ever life’s governing genie has in store for you.
—Alice M. Hummer
Sports for Life
Katie Antypas ’99 
Volleyball
Marret Arfsten ’03 
Field Hockey
Sarah Hilgenberg ’00 
Soccer
Elizabeth Turner Jordan ’59 
Swimming
Jennifer Kegel ’88 
Cross Country
Amy Ayres Parratto ’83 
Diving
Louise O’Neal 



















If the strains of “America, the Beautiful” automatically make 
you want to yell “SISTERHOOD,” the U.S. Postal Service 
has just the stamps for you. Inspired by the iconic poem 
by Katharine Lee Bates, class of 1880, it issued a line of 
“O Beautiful” stamps on July 4 in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Bates, who taught English at Wellesley from 1885 to 1925, 
wrote the famous lines on a 2,000-mile train ride across 
the United States, en route to spend a summer teaching at 
Colorado College. The stamps show 20 scenes from across 
the U.S.—ranging from “spacious skies” in Tennessee 
to “mountain majesties” in Oregon. Melinda Ponder ’66, 
author of a 2017 biography, Katharine Lee Bates: From Sea 
to Shining Sea, served as a con-
sultant to the stamp designers, 
providing historical context 
about the writing of the poem 
and song.
OVERHEARD
Sustainability in the Bag
Call it a small step toward making Wellesley’s carbon foot-
print smaller. This year, as part of a pilot program, bags 
designed by Nicole Zhao ’20 were given to all residents of Caz 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
in their rooms. The aim is to get more paper, cans, and bottles 
into the dual-stream recycling bins located throughout the 
residence halls. In 2017, the College community collected 
roughly 141 tons of recyclable materials.
REPORTS FROM AROUND CAMPUS
College Road
BY THE NUMBERS / THE CAMPUS BUZZ
75 100 $2,000
Hives maintained on campus
by Associate Professor Heather 
Mattila for bee research
Honey bees looking for 
food on campus
Pounds of honey needed for a 
colony to survive the winter
Visits to fl owers around campus 
to produce those 100 lbs.
Campaign gift from the Essex 
County Beekeepers Association 
to support Mattila’s research
3.75 M 200 M
Not long before students landed back at Wellesley this fall, 
Dena Bodian arrived on campus to join the Religious and 
Spiritual Life team as Jewish chaplain and campus rabbi. She 
comes to Wellesley from Colgate University, where she spent 
seven years advising the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, 
and atheist student groups as the associate university chap-
lain and director of Jewish life. At Colgate, in addition to 
leading programming for the Jewish community, she par-
ticipated in campus-wide initiatives such as Yes Means Yes, a 
campaign to encourage positive conversation about sex and 
prevent sexual violence, and Inter-Group Dialogue, an initia-
tive to explore the complexities of social identities (gender, 
religion, race and ethnicity, class, and more) and improve 
communication across differences. Bodian spearheaded the 
research, writing, and publication of a volume on the history 
of Jews at Colgate, and served as president of the National 
Association of College and University Chaplains. She is a 
graduate of Bryn Mawr College and received rabbinic ordi-
nation from the Hebrew Seminary of the Deaf in Skokie, Ill.
Welcoming a New Rabbi
‘ What does 
Wellesley College 
need to be 
at this pivotal 
moment in 
human history?’
President Paula Johnson, 














WINDOW ON WELLESLEY / FOCUS ON FACULTY
ART AND TEACHING are so tightly interwoven in Phyllis McGibbon’s 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
??????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
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Look Up  
And Learn
HEATHER CORBALLY BRYANT, lecturer in the 
writing program, teaches You Are (Not) Here: 
Writing in the Distracted Age. In the course 
description, she wrote, “Connecting to this 
virtual, ceaselessly changing world often means 
turning away from the physical realm and pri-
oritizing immediate reaction over thoughtful 
???????????
That’s an effect Writing 116–117 aims to undo. 
??????????????? ??????????????????????????????????
so serious that Bryant marks students who look 
at their phones during class as absent.)
Through two semesters, students in the 
first-year seminar read writings by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, 
Aldo Leopold, Maya Angelou, Annie Dillard, 
and more. And they get outside the classroom, 
exploring both the College campus and the 
larger world around Wellesley. Last year, Bryant 
says, “We went to the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum. We went to the Concord Museum to see 
????????????????????? ?? ??????? ????????????




nurture Wellesley students’ connection with the 
natural environment on campus—and take that 
concern out into the world. Bryant’s plans include 
“creating an interpretive nature trail on campus 
with a combination of poems and writings about 
place, installed in situ???????????????????
Bryant’s class doesn’t reject technology out 
of hand; rather, it aims to manage it as a tool. 
Students write blogs, and a major assignment is 
to create a digital story. Last year, one student 
“walked the campus looking at her phone, and 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
assignment, Bryant says. “She did the same 
route the two different ways. And she realized 
that we’re in this place of incredible beauty that 
??????????????
???????? ???????????? ???? ???????? ???? ???
the world changes students’ perspective, says 
Bryant. And, she adds, “It really changes 
their experience of place, because they are 
looking around, they are walking around, they 
are noticing??
Bryant, who has published several volumes 
of poetry as well as scholarly writing, keeps 
her own writing—her own noticing—alive by 
writing a poem every day. “I’ve been doing it 
?????? ??????????????????????????
And not a phone in sight.
—Catherine O’Neill Grace
 POP QUIZ
Shedding Light  
On Clair de Lune
GURMINDER KAUR BHOGAL, Catherine Mills Davis 
??????????????????????? ????????????????????-
ing at Wellesley since 2006. Her book, Claude 
Debussy’s Clair de Lune (Oxford University 
??????????????????????????????????? ????????
with Bhogal about her fascination with the piece 
and the pleasures of teaching music at Wellesley.
This is the first full book ever on Clair de 
Lune, which may be Debussy’s most  
recognizable piece. What drew you to it?
I was asked to write something, anything, on 
French piano music. Within a split second I said, 
“It has to be Clair de Lune???????????????????
??????????????? ??????? ???????????????????????????
????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????
historically and in relation to French poetry and 
French art, but also in relation to pop culture. It 
??????????????????? ?????????????????
I think most pianists discover Clair de Lune 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
play well. It was as a young pianist that I dis-
covered it. It’s got all the things that you enjoy 
as a pianist. It’s got little soft bits in thirds, and 
?????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????
you feel like you’re really making music.
Is Wellesley a congenial place to teach music?
I’ve really enjoyed working with the students. 
That’s the reason I’m here, more than anything. 
I love their curiosity. When I say, “OK, we’re going 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
They’re really up for the challenge. You know, 
listening to music is something everybody does, 
but when you say we’re going to really listen, 
that’s a whole other thing. I wish people would 
stop thinking about music as an elite thing that 
only certain people have access to. In the depart-
ment, we try to teach it in a way that welcomes 
everyone. Even if you don’t have a background, 
you should be able to walk into almost any class. 
We’re there to help you discover music.
What’s an early memory of hearing music in 
your own life?
?????????????????????????????????? ????????????
in the U.K., so it was disco, and a lot of David 
Bowie. You know—the British pop scene. It was 
very late that I discovered classical music. I must 
have been about 10, and it was Beethoven.
What are you reading these days?
The last decade or so has seen a real growth in 
scholarly literature on video game music. So I 
have been eating up all these books on it. You 
know, I played these things as a kid, and I’m dis-
covering all these wonderful ways scholars are 




Reviews of books by Wellesley authors
Compassion Amid Chaos
LEST WE FORGET chronicles the time Kwan Kew 
Lai ’74 spent working as a doctor during the 
Ebola crisis in Liberia and Sierra Leone. The 
book offers an important perspective for under-
standing that crisis and the tremendous losses 
that it caused. It’s also a riveting read.
At the time of her first Ebola assignment 
with International Medical Corps, Lai, who 
received Wellesley’s Alumnae Achievement 
Award in 2017, already had extensive experience 
working in challenging, low-resource settings as 
an infectious-disease specialist. Ebola, however, 
proved to be a singular and formidable challenge.
Kwan Kew Lai ’74
Lest We Forget: A Doctor’s Experience  
With Life and Death During the Ebola Outbreak
Viva Editions
240 pages; $11.99
Having watched the Ebola crisis unfold from 
the safety of the United States, I was inspired by 
the bravery of those who volunteered to directly 
combat this deadly disease, and was very curious 
as to the logistics of providing this care safely. 
Lai’s memoir provides many interesting details, 
such as how the wards are structured—patients 
??????????? ???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????
bleeding) are assessed for likelihood of Ebola, 
as well as whether they had any contact with an 
Ebola sufferer. Those of concern for Ebola are 
placed in a suspected ward; three negative tests 
rule out the disease. Those who test positive are 
?????????????????????? ????? ??????????????????
unimaginable. Just over half of patients eventu-
ally make it out alive.
Lai learns the intricacies of caring for these 
patients, including the meticulous donning and 
?????????????????????????????????????????????
take 20 minutes at a time. She also bumps up 
against the limits of her ability to provide both 
care and empathy; the heat and humidity make 
it impossible to wear the protective gear for 
very long, so patients must be attended quickly. 
In addition, health-care providers’ entire bodies 
are covered by gear except their eyes, making an 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
dehumanizing. But there is no safe alternative. 
Patients who enter the wards can no longer see 
their own uninfected loved ones and are starved 
of human touch, even small children and infants 
whose mothers are either dead or not sick. Most 
of those children will not survive. Of all of the 
heartbreak this book portrays, this may be the 
deepest cut.
The first part of the book takes place in 
Liberia. Lai recounts each day in chronological 
order; this can be disorienting as she cares for 
multiple patients at a time, and it can be hard 
to keep track of them while reading. However, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
Ebola day looks like—the chaos, the fear, the 
Continued on page 78
Don’t Fear  
The Market
TACKLING THE COMPLEX WORLDS???????????????
investing can be intimidating, which may be 
why many shy away from it entirely. Danielle 
Town ’03, corporate lawyer and daughter of an 
investment guru, was one of those people. Then 
one day, she realized that her successful career 
was causing stress-induced health problems 
?????????????????????????????? ????????????????????
freedom and happiness she desired.
Town turned to someone in her life who knew 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
Phil Town, best-selling author and success-
ful investor. That conversation led to Invested, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
novice to making investments on her own. The 
?????????????????? ??????????????????????????????
each broken down into different concepts to 
master, with practice to do on your own. The 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
for anyone familiar with the investment advice of 
legends Warren Buffett or Charlie Munger, the 




into their own hands.
Danielle Town ’03, 
with Phil Town
Invested: How Warren 
Buffett and Charlie 
Munger Taught Me  
to Master My Mind, 
My Emotions,  
and My Money  




Continued on page 78
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The park is so essential to the 
identity of New York.
I’ve always felt that way, and that was 
the message that I tried to convey 
in the very beginning—that it was a 
symbol of the health of the city.
Did your career follow a path  
you expected?
I certainly wasn’t going to sit at a corpo-
rate board, except the one we created 
for the Central Park Conservancy. I 
didn’t run into a glass ceiling, but I felt 
that I wormed my way up through the 
soil of a green roof. And there I was, 
looking up at the sky. I didn’t have a 
pilot’s license, but I had to learn to fly.
— Catherine O’Neill Grace
Grace, a senior associate editor of this 
magazine, often gratefully escaped to 
Central Park during the two years she 
lived in lower Manhattan.
that ah, I didn’t have to go back. I could 
stay at Wellesley. I just loved major-
ing in art history, and I loved walking 
across the beautiful campus.
You became president of the 
Central Park Conservancy in 1980. 
What’s your connection with the 
park today?
I walk there every day. By the time 
I make a circle and go back to my 
house, it’s about an hour, about two 
miles. It’s really gratifying that people 
still come up to me every spring and 
think I painted every blossom on every 
tree and say thank you, thank you. But 
I don’t deserve all the credit. It’s really 
my successors, or people I hired, some 
of them over 30 years ago, who carried 
it on. And it’s all according to the man-
agement and restoration plan that we 
worked on between 1982 and 1985. 
The park restoration has just kept 
unfolding, and we’re in a golden age. It 
has never, never, never looked better.
Elizabeth Barlow Rogers ’57, New York 
City’s first Central Park administrator 
and recipient of the 1989 Alumnae 
Achievement Award, has written a 
memoir/history of her remarkable 
leadership in restoring, conserving, 
and managing the city’s green heart. 
We caught up with her by phone in 
New Mexico, as she was packing up 
to return to Manhattan and her daily 
walks in the beloved park she helped 
to save.
What did attending Wellesley 
mean for you?
Wellesley changed my life by enlarg-
ing my sense of self. When I came to 
Wellesley, I was a homesick Texas girl. 
I’d gone to a nice private school, and 
we were all expected to go back home 
after sophomore year. And some of my 
Texas friends did just that—go to the 
university, join a sorority, marry Mr. 
Right, and join the Junior League. It 
came to me like a startling recognition 
Elizabeth Barlow Rogers ’57
Saving Central Park:  
A History and a Memoir
Knopf, 301 pages; $30
Sarah Bidgood ’09 and 
William Potter, Once and 
Future Partners: The United 
States, Russia, and Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation,
IISS Adelphi
Gurminder Kaur Bhogal, faculty
Claude Debussy’s Clair de Lune,
Oxford University Press
Alexia Bloch ’89
Sex, Love, and Migration: 
Postsocialism, Modernity, and 
Intimacy from Istanbul to the 





Heather Corbally Bryant, 
faculty  
You Can’t Wrap Fire in Paper, 
The Ardent Writers Press
Sheila Connolly ’72
Murder in the Mansion, 
Minotaur
Evelyn Elgin ’75
The Allmoods Cookbook:  
Humor & Food for Every Mood,
Allmoods Enterprises
Lauren Friedman ’09
50 Ways to Wear Accessories,
Chronicle Books
Renée Scarpitto Henning ’69
Mystery and the Adopted Child,
CreateSpace
Jamie Kiffel-Alcheh ’98
Can You Hear a Coo, Coo?
Kar-Ben Publishing
Bonnie Downes Leonard ’59
Midlife Magic: The 7 Day 
Self-Care Plan to Boost Your 
Energy and Make You Smile,
Stillwater River Publications
Julie Catterson Lindahl ’88
The Pendulum:  
A Granddaughter’s Search for 
Her Family’s Forbidden Nazi 
Past, Rowman & Littlefield
Susan Elia MacNeal ’91










The Musical Novel: Imitation of 
Musical Structure, Performance, 
and Reception in Contemporary 
Fiction, Boydell & Brewer
Stacie Raucci ’97, co-editor
Epic Heroes on Screen,
Edinburgh University Press
Donna Grant Reilly ’57
Learning the Hard Way:  
A Caregiver’s Struggle with 
Alzheimer’s, Meadowside Press
Jacquelyn Sholes ’00
Allusion as Narrative Premise in 
Brahms’s Instrumental Music,
Indiana University Press
Enid Steine Shomer ’65, editor
All We Know of Pleasure:  






Infrastructure PPPs in the 
Most Challenging Developing 
Countries: Closing the Gap,
International Financial  
Law Review
Jane Timmons-Mitchell ’77, 
co-editor, Suicide Prevention: 
A Practical Guide for 
the Practitioner, Springer
Michelle Walsh ’85
Violent Trauma, Culture, and 
Power: An Interdisciplinary 
Exploration in Lived Religion,
Palgrave Macmillan
Corinne Gordon Whitaker ’56
Once Upon a Didgeridoo,
CreateSpace
SEND US YOUR BOOKS
If you’ve published a book and 
you’d like to have it listed in 
“Fresh Ink” and considered for 
review, please send two copies 
to Catherine Grace, Wellesley 
magazine, 106 Central St., 
Wellesley, MA 02481-8203.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., speaking in Memphis 


























Fifty years ago, the conflict in Vietnam was raging, and the assassinations of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Robert F. Kennedy stunned the nation. Civil-rights marches, 
anti-war protests, and riots were bringing thousands into the streets across the 
country. Out of this tumult came profound new directions for the United States—and 
for alumnae who came of age in that era.
By Amita Parashar Kelly ’06
The Year Everything Chang
ed
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allie Crossley ’73 remembers 
the advice her father gave her 
as she got out of the car at her 
new high school, Memphis 
Central, in the late 1960s: 
“If anybody puts their hands 
on you, I want you to shove 
them into the locker and run 
like hell.”
Fifty years ago, Crossley 
was among the first wave
of African-American stu-
dents to integrate Memphis 
City Schools. She was one of 19 African-American stu-
dents who integrated Memphis Central.
Despite what her father told her, Crossley doesn’t 
remember being frightened. She was mostly curious 
about “what it would be to be a minority” in school for 
???????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????
the enormous changes happening around her—in her 
city and beyond.
Memphis sanitation workers were on strike for 
fair wages and better working conditions, drawing on 
Martin Luther King, Jr., for support. It was in Memphis 
that King was assassinated in April 1968—Crossley’s 
junior year in high school—sparking protests and riots 
in her city and across the country.
Memphis City Schools had remained segregated 
well into the 1960s, even following the Supreme Court’s 
landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision. As 
part of a desegregation effort, civil-rights organization 
NAACP turned to local families to volunteer their stu-
dents. They looked for students with strong academic 
records, Crossley says, because they “knew it would be 
emotionally upsetting.” So Crossley’s parents volun-
teered her, a bookish girl who had been involved in the 
NAACP Youth Council.
“I honestly don’t know why they agreed to let me be 
part of this experiment,” she says.
Crossley’s time at Memphis Central was 
painful, but she made friends at the 
school, including a good friend who 
was Jewish. She was involved in 
student activities and became 
???????????????????????????????
umnist at the newspaper. Still, 
Crossley says, there was a con-
stant, palpable tension, and she 
???????????????????????????????????
in two of her classes. “He would just go at me verbally,” 
she says. “Everyone would sit in the room and say 
nothing, and the teacher would stand outside the door 
so she didn’t have to witness it or intervene.”
She remembers feeling relief as her bus home would 
pull into her neighborhood after she had been “geared 
up with armor every day.”
Crossley’s story is one of thousands in a remarkable 
generation that ushered profound social change into the 
country. Wellesley alumnae who came of age in 1968 and 
the years surrounding it remember it as a time when 
everything was questioned—government, institutions, 
and their own beliefs and values. It was a time of deep 
anxiety and great idealism about the future.
The Vietnam War raged, drawing increasing criti-
cism in the United States. King’s death stunned the 
???????????????????????? ???????????????????????????
and unity who was poised to become the Democratic 
nominee for president—was assassinated nine weeks 
later. After a tumultuous primary and convention 
season, Richard Nixon was elected the nation’s 37th 
president that November.
???????????????????????????????????????????????????
people who had been disadvantaged—especially women, 
workers, and people of color.
The Wellesley community was forever changed by 
those years—in big ways and small. Some, like Crossley 
and fellow journalist Lynn Sherr ’63, forged paths that 
generations after them would follow. Others protested 
for women’s and labor rights and against the war or 
made social causes their life’s work.
 ‘We Don’t Hire Girls’
After graduating from Wellesley in 1963, young jour-
nalist Sherr tried to get a job in New York. “Literally 
every white male newspaper editor told me and all 
of my colleagues ‘we don’t hire girls.’ And it was just 
that simple.”
Young male graduates were being hired as junior 
reporters, while women were hired to be on the clip 
desk—literally clipping articles and putting them 
into folders.
Sherr described those limited opportunities this way 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
“Glass ceiling? We weren’t expected to raise our eyes 
above the pile of folders on our desks.”
???????? ?????????????????????????????????????????
allowed Sherr to do what she knew she wanted to do 
and charted the course for her professional career.
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By 1968, Sherr was working at the Associated 
Press creating films for classrooms. In that capac-
ity, she covered the national political conventions. 
The Republican convention mostly proceeded as 
planned, but the Democratic event in Chicago descended 
into what she describes as “pure chaos,” inside and 
out. After the death of Bobby Kennedy, the party had 
no clear nominee. Outside on the streets, tens of thou-
sands protested the Vietnam War and violently clashed 
with police.
It was an extraordinary time—and a crash course in 
democracy and the anger people felt with institutions. 
It also quickly became a turning point for Sherr’s jour-
nalism career. “I understood what was going on in the 
world, and I got to take part in it,” she says. “And I got 
to explain it to others, which is why I’m a journalist to 
begin with.”
The following year, the Associated Press began orga-
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
and Sherr became part of it.
It’s hard to imagine a time when issues relevant 
to women, anti-war activists, African-Americans, and 
young people were not routinely covered in the press. 
Stories about breast cancer or black activists were not 
mainstream. But the upheaval of ’68 led the head of the 
AP to realize that the issues those communities cared 
about were worthy of coverage.
Though Sherr already knew she wanted to be a 
reporter, she says 1968 “made my bosses understand 
that they needed people like me to be reporters.”
In 1970, she joined a team called “Living Today,” 
which became known as the “Mod Squad.” Sherr mostly 
covered the women’s movement and activist Abbie 
Hoffman. She wrote one of the first major national 
stories on the ecology movement, and she interviewed 
young leaders of the Republican party. One of her most 
memorable stories was on the use of a strange new 
term—“Ms.”
“Our assignment was basically to go out and explain 
this crazy new world to our readers,” she says. “All these 
things were a great awakening. In terms of awakening 
my feminist consciousness, it changed my life forever.”
Investing with a Conscience
Elsewhere in New York, Alice Tepper Marlin ’66 was 
changing a different storied American institution—Wall 
Street. She remembers the events of 1968 as “a real 
shock, [which] jolted a lot of us.”
Above: Wellesley students 
rally outside Green Hall in 
the fall of 1968, calling for 
increased admissions of 
African-American students. 
Inset: A student-made 
poster, date unknown. 
Both courtesy of Wellesley 
College Archives.
PHOTOS BY STUART LUTZ/GADO/GETTY 
IMAGES (LEFT PAGE, TOP RIGHT); 
DAVID J. & JANICE L. FRENT/CORBIS VIA 




That year, Tepper Marlin was working as a securities 
analyst—rare for a woman on Wall Street—when she 
received an unusual request. A portfolio manager of a 
synagogue did not want to invest in companies support-
ing the Vietnam War.
Back then, most consumers did not vote with their 
wallets and investment portfolios as they do today, 
ever conscious of who supports the causes they value 
or loathe.
When Tepper Marlin created a “Peace Portfolio” for 
the synagogue, the concept of corporate social respon-
?????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????
ad in the New York Times inviting others to create 
portfolios based on shared values. They received 700 
responses. “I started talking to those people,” Tepper 
Marlin says, “and determined there was a real market.”
????????????????????????????????????????????????????
her clients determine whether where they invested 
lined up with their values. Beyond the war, she says, 
“I wanted to expand this idea to civil rights and the 
environment.” So she started her own organization 
to provide that research, founding the Council on 
Economic Priorities in 1969.
Corporate and consumer social responsibility 
became her life’s work, rooted in the social causes that 
bubbled up in 1968.
For decades, CEP researched social and environ-
mental issues and eventually broadened out from 
Wall Street investors to guiding the general public. 
The council developed and morphed into Social 
Accountability International, and Tepper Marlin is now 
president emerita.
‘A Radically Different Path’
The changes of 1968 were also palpable on campus. 
The year put Sally Giddings Smith ’68, like many of her 
classmates, on a “radically different path” than the one 
she had imagined for herself.
Smith remembers spending hours in her residence 
hall as a Wellesley senior discussing politics, relation-
ships, and more with her classmates. Some of those 
talks would come to inspire tremendous shifts in the 
consciousness of women on campus and for the campus 
itself during those years.
“It was a time of awakening to real issues for all of 
us—from civil rights to Vietnam. I can’t think of any one 
of us that escaped the impact of those years,” she says.
“We spent hours in that [Shafer] suite… ,” she says. 
“We would have endless arguments, political and other-
wise, endless discussion about relationships and how 
long and how far do you go.”
On the surface, Smith says, her class experienced the 
“hippie-dippy stuff ” of the ’60s—their skirts got shorter, 
they went barefoot. But the deeper changes are the ones 
that have stayed with them 50 years later.
In reality, it was also a “deadly serious” time, espe-
cially on Wellesley’s campus, Smith says. “Most of us 
knew young men who were wrestling with what to do 
about Vietnam. That was a life-and-death issue. The fri-
volity and the summer of love stuff that was going on in 
San Francisco really was not relevant to us.”
The traumatic national events that year, including 
the deaths of King and Bobby Kennedy, became “light-
ning rods” for her class, she says.
Those leaders’ altruism and desire for change deeply 
affected students on campus. “It became very impor-
tant for most of my friends to do something meaning-
ful with their lives and not simply follow the path they 
had started on,” she says. “It became very important to 
become very meaningful.”
Across campus, there were strikes and workshops 
to educate about and protest against the Vietnam war, 
racial oppression, and the draft, as well as peace marches 
in the town of Wellesley. A group of African-American 
students had created Ethos two years before, and they 
were challenging the administration to increase the 
number of black students, faculty, and staff on campus 
and threatening a hunger strike. The College adminis-
tration relaxed rules around when and where visitors 
from off campus were allowed in residence halls. And 
students participated in activism off campus, raising 
money for the Poor People’s Campaign’s march on 
Washington and supporting other causes.
Students took “question everything” seriously. A 
November 1968 article in the Wellesley News describes 
inquiries into the source of the grapes served on campus 
after news of a nationwide grape boycott.
Smith herself had wanted to become an architect, 
but found herself drawn to education. 
Teaching was a traditional path for 
women in her family, but she 
became what she describes 
as a “radical educator.” It 
was a tumultuous time 
for Boston city schools, as 
controversial school board 
member Louise Day Hicks 
staunchly opposed desegre-
gation through busing.
So Smith worked at informal 
“street academies” in Burlington, 
Vt.—cobbled-together schools for students who had 
dropped out. She taught one class called Street Marxism. 
“We would just walk around the city of Burlington,” she 
says, “and speculate based on the history on what we 
were seeing. We learned to analyze neighborhoods.”
She went on to become a longtime advocate for 
children, directing group homes for troubled children 
Opposite page: Robert F. 
Kennedy campaigns in Detroit 
in mid-May 1968.
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and serving in local politics and on school boards in 
Vermont and as political chair of a governor’s committee 
on children.
Smith says she has seen that kind of commitment to 
service in just about everybody she knows in the class 
of 1968. “I think it really did change a lot of our lives and 
our directions.”
Regular Kid to Labor Organizer
Like Smith, Laurie Sheridan ’66 recalls being at 
Wellesley during a time when students had to 
wear skirts to class and follow a certain proto-
col. Sheridan entered Wellesley as a 
“regular middle-class kid.” She 
was very serious about her 
studies and laying the pathway 
to an academic career, not 
particularly involved or 
interested in politics. But by 
the time 1968 came, just a 
couple years after she gradu-
ated, “the whole world kind of 
split open.”
The Vietnam War affected 
her deeply—she had friends 
from high school being 
drafted and watched as dead 
soldiers were shipped back 
home. “I just felt the world 
turn upside down for me, and 
I didn’t trust anybody or any-
thing anymore. Everything I had 
been told about war and patriotism 
and about my country had been lies,” she says.
Sheridan remembers having “big arguments” with 
her family over these issues. And while she says there 
were others who were more progressive and radical 
than she was, she so strongly opposed the Vietnam War 
that she left graduate school to demonstrate full time 
against it.
She started studying imperialism and politics and 
says she became an activist “in a way that no one in my 
family had ever been.”
It was a time when “everything was being ques-
tioned,” she says. “It was almost like I became a differ-
ent person in a shocking way.”
Sheridan went to work as a factory machinist. The 
thing that really “grabbed me by the throat” in 1968 
and later was working with women in factories, whose 
lives were so different from hers. She went on to become 
a lifelong labor and union organizer, helping women, 
people of color, and immigrants learn their rights, and 
an advocate for better child care.
1968, she says, raised “all the issues that I carried 
with me through life—child care, family and medical 
leave, getting good jobs, being healthy and safe in 
the workplace.”
Valuable Lessons
Crossley, now an award-winning radio and television 
host and commentator, says it was traumatic to be part 
of Memphis’ school integration experiment in the 1960s. 
But she still carries the memories of those years that 
changed her irreversibly—in some ways for the better.
“I was a completely different kid going in and coming 
out,” she says. “Talk about learning to speak up—that 
was my speak-up training right there.”
Every one of the African-American students who 
integrated Memphis Central that year got college 
offers, she remembers. Crossley, of course, went to 
Wellesley, which she credits with helping her more 
??????????????????????
She carries a profound gratitude for all the other 
people who stood up to effect change in those years—
and she has an enduring modesty for her own part in 
it. All around her, Crossley says, “people were making 
????????????????????
Now, she says, she feels a responsibility to them. “I 
recognize very well that I’m privileged in many ways,” 
she says. “People literally gave their lives . . . so I could 
sit in this chair. I am keenly aware of that, and I don’t 
ever forget it.”
Sherr believes the country can also draw valuable 
lessons from the movements of 1968.
The major lesson from those years, she says, is to 
“listen to the revolutionaries. Listen to the complainers. 
Listen, because while everything might not be right, at 
least there’s something there, and something good can 
come out of it.”
But she acknowledges that listening to the com-
plainers can be complicated in today’s divided political 
climate.
“It was just such an important time,” Sherr says. 
“Was it all perfect? Absolutely not. Were there stupid 
and dumb things that were done? Of course.”
Much of the change back then was “very good. Some 
of it was just too much too fast and too glib,” she says. 
“But sometimes things, as you know, have to get broken 
???????????????????????
Amita Parashar Kelly ’06, an editor on NPR’s national 
desk, is grateful for the endless opportunities she has 
had, thanks to the generation that questioned everything.
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         IN   
n July, the co-chairs of the College’s comprehen-
sive campaign dedicated to the Wellesley Effect 
announced an extraordinary feat: The College 
had surpassed its ambitious $500 million goal, 
the largest ever set by a women’s college, and was 
concluding a full year ahead of schedule.
You can see the effects of the campaign all 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
Pendleton West to the transformation of Acorns 
into a multicultural space to Global Flora, the new 
greenhouse currently growing on Science Hill. Some 
outcomes aren’t physical, but are no less conse-
?????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????? 
aid; Career Education underwent a massive 
and award-winning transformation; new programs 
THE COLLEGE’S JUST-CONCLUDED COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN IS 
ALREADY TRANSFORMING LIVES AND PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS
By Jennifer E. Garrett ’98,
Catherine O’Neill Grace,  
and Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99 
Photography by Dana Smith
ACTION
like the Paulson Ecology of Place Initiative were 
created; faculty positions were endowed. And 
the effects of the campaign will echo long into the 
future, as projects now being planned, like the reno-
vation and addition to the Science Center, are set 
in motion, and as intended gifts from bequests 
become available.
In the following pages, we highlight just a few 
members of the Wellesley community whose lives 
have been touched directly by the campaign, and 
who are each effecting change in the wider world, 
whether it’s by doing groundbreaking neurology 
research studying fruit flies’ flight patterns or 
helping to register Latinx voters in Washington, 
D.C. In short: stories about the Wellesley Effect.
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‘The fact that I really loved Wellesley, 
and that it was one of my significantly 
more affordable options, was just even 
better than I could have imagined.’
NHIA SOLARI ’19
SARA WASSERMAN ’02
‘Being at a place like Wellesley helps train 
students to really think about questions 
from lots of different angles. How do we 
interpret the data? How might you put this 
into a bigger-picture context, and what 
would the next steps be?’
KRESA FAMILY ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF NEUROSCIENCE
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GETTING TO WELLESLEY
For Nhia Solari ’19 and Wellesley, it was love at second 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
a student at the High School for Math, Science, and 
Engineering at City College in New York City and a 
serious ballet dancer, was set on going to a school where 
she could double-major in dance and a science. Because 
Wellesley doesn’t have a dance major, she was skepti-
cal—plus, it was raining that day. But after she was 
accepted, she returned to Wellesley for spring open 
campus weekend, and she fell head over heels.
“I was just, ‘This is the place. Oh, my God. I have 
to come here. I don’t care about anything else. This 
is where I want to come,’” Solari says. “All the people 
that I met at Wellesley were so nice to me and willing 
to help me, which is really strange coming from New 
York, because you don’t talk to strangers like that. But 
everyone was like, ‘Oh, are you lost? Can I show you 
how to get somewhere?’ …  Everyone on campus was 
just so genuinely happy to meet me and just happy to 
be there in general.” It also helped that her student host 
took her to an AscenDance rehearsal, where she was 
intrigued by students of varying skill levels dancing and 
collaborating in a relaxed way.
Solari says she had always been very conscious about 
the cost of college, but her parents told her not to worry. 
????????????? ?????????? ????????? ??????????? ???????????
out how to make it work,’” she says. Happily, thanks to 
???????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
???????????????????????? ????????????????????????????? ?????
have been about $50,000 in debt by the time I graduated. 
But the fact that I really loved Wellesley, and that it was 
??????? ??????????????? ???????????????????????? ????????
even better than I could have imagined.”
The comprehensive campaign dedicated to the 
Wellesley Effect raised more than $80 million to support 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Because of its well-funded financial-aid program, 
Wellesley can remain committed to its need-blind 
admission policy, enrolling students based on their 
skills, abilities, and promise, not their family’s income.
Solari’s promise has manifested at Wellesley in 
unexpected and creative ways. She’s a philosophy and 
geosciences double major—interests that were both 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????
and has developed an interest in science communication. 
She played Toto in an AscenDance production of The 
Wizard of Oz retold as a ballet story. She spent last 
Wintersession on campus as a fellow at the Albright 
Institute. Through the Albright, she got a summer 
internship in Australia with the Nature Conservancy, 
working on a program that collaborates with women 
in the Solomon Islands on conservation projects. (She 
even traveled to the islands and witnessed baby sea 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
helping new students find their place at Wellesley. 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Admission, leading tours on campus and helping pro-
???????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
and offering reassurance that Wellesley can be within 
their reach, whatever their financial backgrounds. 
—LSM
A CREATIVE APPROACH TO NEUROSCIENCE
????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????? ?????????????????????????? ?????????????
endowed funds that support her salary; she also works 
????????? ???? ????? ????????????????????????????????????
surgeon whose family foundation established the pro-
fessorship during the campaign.
?????????????? ???????????????????????????? ?????????
come both years to speak with our students about what 
it’s like to be a neurologist,” says Wasserman. She and 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Wasserman will use in her introduction to neuroscience 
????????????????? ???? ???????????? ????????????????
presenting the studies, such as, ‘We just met this patient 
on the side of the road, and she reported that she all of a 
sudden lost peripheral vision, and we can’t get to the hos-
pital in time. We need your help to solve the problem.’” 
$514,485,911




Number of gifts  
$100 or less
3,599 
Number of first-time donors 
(including graduating seniors)
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Wasserman’s students will role-play as medical residents 
trying to come up with a diagnosis.
This creative approach to teaching harks back to 
Wasserman’s dual major in neuroscience and theater 
studies. She says that one of the most important lessons 




think it’s really important—and I see with my students 
that it’s really challenging.”
But the willingness to fail is central to science, 
Wasserman says. “If you knew how everything was 
going to work out—this is something my postdoc 
advisor told me that I have passed along to my Wellesley 
students—it would be a factory, not a lab.”
In her lab, Wasserman and her students are studying 
the electrical and chemical communications in the brain 
that drive decision-making and, ultimately, behavior.
“If your external environment changes, you want to 
adapt to that,” says Wasserman. “But you also want to be 
able to maintain the behaviors that are going to help you 
survive. If your internal state changes, if you’re tired 
or thirsty or hungry, you want to change your behaviors 
so you can improve that situation—but you don’t want 
to change that so much that you don’t survive. We’re 
really interested in state-dependent decision-making 
and how can we have a brain that’s robust to changes, 
??????????????????
????????????????????????????????D. melanogaster, is 
an ideal model for examining these phenomena. 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Wasserman. “They’re constantly having to update 
their external-internal states to generate appropriate, 
adaptive behavior that’ll help them survive. And we’re 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
quite similar to our brains. So it’s quite humbling.”
Wasserman’s students do hands-on work in her lab, 
??????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????
???????????????????????????????????? ????
“Being at a place like Wellesley helps train students 
to really think about questions from lots of different 
angles,” says Wasserman. “How do we interpret the 
data? How might you put this into a bigger-picture 
context, and what would the next steps be? Is this 
answering the question that we asked?”—CG
A NEW OUTLOOK FOR FITNESS AND WELLNESS
?????????????????? ????????????????????????????????
the pulse of the Wellesley community. And as the Butler 
Director of Sports Performance and Fitness, she does 
????????????????????????????????????
?? ???????????????????? ??????????????????????????????








another gift from the Butlers. And those are just the 
large-scale physical changes.
“Our numbers for group exercise have exploded,” 
?? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????? ???????????????????? ???????????????????????????
instructors with eight shadows, and we taught 20 classes 
a week.” The group-exercise classes are student-led, 
?????? ????????????????????????????????????????????
instructors. “It’s very rare for colleges to have students 
teaching students. … There’s a leadership quality to it, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????? ? ??????????
Those classes range from spin and Zumba to yoga and 
Pilates—and more. “Fitness is expanding on campus,” 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
physical improvements that have taken place. They 
?????????????????? ??????????????????????????? ????????





 Amount raised for financial aid
$91,442,784
 Amount raised for campus buildings
$74,098,650
 Unrestricted funds raised  
through annual giving
‘It’s very rare for colleges to have 
students teaching students…. 
There’s a leadership quality to it, 
[and students] defi nitely take 
ownership of their class.’
BUTLER DIRECTOR OF SPORTS PERFORMANCE AND FITNESS
JUNIPER OZBOLT ’21
‘This is just my first summer  
at Wellesley. I’m so excited to see 
what my other summers are 
going to be like.’
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1928
 Class year of oldest 
alumna who gave
2022
Class year of youngest students 
who gave (two incoming first-years 
gave to the marathon challenge 
in 2018)
30
Number of academic departments 
that benefited from the campaign 
(i.e. all of them)
????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????
include the simple pleasures of hitting the treadmill in 
an air-conditioned space as well as the unique joy of 
sunset yoga at the Butler Boathouse.
???????????????????????? ???????????????????????????
way. In addition to implementing and overseeing these 
programs, she’s looking ahead to how the College can 
??????? ??????????????????? ????????????????????????????
????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????
teams, group fitness classes, student instructors, 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
of the practice, teaching intro to triathlon training and 
sports performance training. She also co-chairs the 
Wellness Outreach Collaborative.
“Our Wellness Collaborative is always working on 
???????????????????????? ?????? ???????????????????
working on implementing our own ‘wellness wheel’ on 
campus that’s adapted to Wellesley students.” They are 
??????????????????? ??????????????????????????? ?????????
of campus, where students can feel left out, especially 
during the winter months when the trek across campus 
??? ???????????????????????????????????????????????
service is being considered that would allow students to 
access virtual classes on their own schedule.
?? ???????????????????? ???????????????????????????
department. “The direction that I wanted to go with 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
safe and own the space that they’re in,” she says. With 
these investments in the department and its physical 
?????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????
on campus.” — JEG
A WAY TO EXPLORE A PASSION
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
town on the east side of the Big Island of Hawai‘i known 
??????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????
parents moved from Ohio when she was 2, and she grew 
up steeped in native Hawaiian culture and language. But 
??????????????? ??????????????? ??????????????????????????
local schools. She was eager for opportunities outside 
Hawai‘i, and after a semester program in Maine for 




orientation—she yearned to go home for the summer. 
She hoped to give back to her community, explore her 
interest in indigenous culture, and, crucially, support 
???????????????????
Enter Career Education, a total reimagining of 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
to a historic $50 million gift from two alumnae, which 
launched the comprehensive campaign dedicated to 
the Wellesley Effect. Career Education is a part of 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
year, when they’re assigned a career mentor. The 
program helps them connect with opportunities, indi-
?????????????????????? ?????????????????? ????? ????????
Service Program Service Opportunity Stipend through 
Career Education’s grants program to support student-
??????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????
Hawai‘i to pursue two opportunities.
First, she had an unpaid internship at the Hilo 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????
that raises funds and support for the medical center 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????? ??????????????????????????? ?????????????
resident physicians at the Hilo Medical Center, letting 
them know about attractions and activities in the area. 
She also helped make presentations for local high-school 
students on applying to college.
????????????????????????????? ???? ?????????????????
??????????? ???????????? ????? ?????????????????????-
graduates—predominantly Native Hawaiians attending 
??????????? ?????? ????????????????????????????????? ??-
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
between Western archaeologists and Native Hawaiian 
communities, because Western archaeologists come into 
Dorothy Chao Jenkins ’68
Sidney R. Knafel
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‘Living in Washington was like coming 
to the center of it all, all the political 
turmoil that was happening.’
DIANA CRUZ ’19
FALL 2018 33
Hawai‘i and make decisions for the community without 
listening to their needs. They don’t communicate with 
community members and ask them, ‘What do you think 
this was used for? What’s the proper protocol for us to 
enter this space that is a very sacred religious space for 
??????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????
says. Last summer, the program focused on ancient 
????????????????? ?????? ?????? ??????????????????????????
conducted ethnographic interviews with local Native 
Hawaiians about their connection to the land, and docu-
???????????????????????????????? ????????? ????????????
basins used to evaporate salt from sea water.
“This experience was really impactful for me, and 
it has allowed me to see a viable way I can give back to 
my community while still being passionate about what I 
???????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????
????????????? ????????????????? ???????????? ????????????
to see what my other summers are going to be like.” 
—LSM
AN INTERNSHIP WHERE THE ACTION IS
???? ?????????????? ?????????????????????? ??? ?????????
Wellesley in Washington Internship Program, summer 
2018 was quite a moment to work in the nation’s capital.
“Living in Washington was like coming to the center 
of it all, all the political turmoil that was happening,” 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????
from the White House.”
Wellesley in Washington began during World War 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
save fuel. A political science professor arranged for 15 
students to volunteer in various government agencies in 
Washington, D.C., during the break. The program was 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????
has been sending Wellesley students to the city every 
summer since.
An alumna of both the College and Wellesley in 
Washington (she worked at the State Department) 
has created an endowment to support the internships, 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
Wellesley-in-Washington Internship Program. Pappas 
has designated one of the 20 internships her gift sup-
??????????????????????????????????????? ???????????
Students work around the city, from Capitol Hill to 
??????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????
stipends for living expenses and are housed at George 
Washington University. Last summer, students worked 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Claims, the Children’s Defense Fund, the International 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????? ???????????????????? ??????????????????? 
and more.
Professor of Political Science William Joseph, who 
chairs the Wellesley in Washington Internship Program 
Committee, says, “This is a formative way to ground 
students’ academic experience at Wellesley where the 
action is in the real world. They bring a whole new 





of change and build a more inclusive democracy. “I was 
?????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????-




doing voter registration. She also helped, from D.C., to 
prepare for a rally in Texas at a center that held children 
separated from their families at the Mexican border. 
“I was recruiting volunteers, talking to people who 
were going to be there, setting up dates and contacts,” 
she says. “I have been super-attached to this issue 
?? ???????????????????????????????? ???????????????????
immigrants from Mexico. …  It was really nice to know 
that people are interested and really want to help the 
????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????
She was impressed by the energy and activism 
she encountered in D.C. “There was a protest or rally 
happening almost every week, and so many people 
????????????????????? ????????? ?????????????????????????
just to go up to someone at a protest holding a mic 
and be on their Facebook Live talking about what you 
care about.”—CG
Jennifer E. Garrett ’98 is a freelance writer and former associate editor of Wellesley magazine. Catherine O’Neill 
Grace and Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99 are senior associate editors of the magazine.
By Sarah Ligon ’03
Photography by Amos Chan 
and Sarah Ligon ’03
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n a recent morning, I walked into my living room at 
9 A.M??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
that my three children had already started “school” 
without me. My oldest child, a 9-year-old boy, had 
dragged a small chalkboard easel up from the basement 
and was demonstrating simple addition and multiplication problems 
to his 6-year-old brother and 4-year-old sister, who sat on little chairs 
behind a child-sized table. I sat down on the couch, dumbfounded.
Although I have homeschooled my children for the past three 
years, this scene bears little resemblance to how I teach. My method, 
insofar as there is one, is more open-ended—learning as a natural 
part of life, not the study of clearly delineated subjects. Aside from the 
birdsong streaming in from our open front door and a cat walking on 
dirty paws across the table where my younger children sat, this scene 
looked a lot like a traditional classroom.
For whatever reason, my son had taken on the mantle of teaching. 
He was playing at it, as children do, but he was also doing a good job: 
carefully crafting his questions for each of his siblings based on his 
understanding of their differing abilities and gently guiding them to 
the answer if they appeared to be struggling. I watched silently from 
my perch on the couch for the next 90 minutes, as he launched into 
a phonics lesson and then proceeded to read aloud an entire book of 
poetry. Sensing the energy had shifted, he closed the book, pronounc-
ing it “beautiful,” and then made lunch for everyone. Afterward, he 
declared it “recess for the rest of the day.”
That day was our best day, and I hold the snapshot of it in my 
mind’s eye on the days when the scene is one of tears and frustration. 
But many of our days are nearly that good, and they feel a world away 
from where we were when we started homeschooling, having been 
forced to face the fact that our bright and inquisitive eldest child was 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
worksheets had sapped him of his natural curiosity, and rather than 
play with his siblings when he got home from school, he just picked 
?????? ?????????
The hardest part of his transformation to accept was that it was 
done in service to goals that my husband and I didn’t share. We didn’t 
care that our son be able to read by the end of kindergarten (although 
he could) or that he earn high standardized test scores (although he 
did). We cared that he be intellectually stimulated, have lots of time 
to play, and have the opportunity to socialize and make friends. Yet 
his school—the darling of an A-rated district—was meeting none of 
those needs.
I knew that this wasn’t the way school had to be. The year before, 
when we lived in Canada, he had attended a public Waldorf school. 
There, in his mixed-aged kindergarten of 20 4- to 6-year olds, there 
were no desks, no worksheets. Instead, there were toys and crafts 
and music and art, and most of the day was spent at play in a beauti-
ful room glowing in warm pastels. It was more or less like the public 
kindergartens my husband and I had attended 30 years before.
At one point, I unburdened myself to a mentor—a veteran Waldorf 
kindergarten teacher turned educational consultant—and her 
 recommendation stopped me short. “Can you homeschool him?” she 
asked. I told her I didn’t think I was cut out to be my son’s teacher, that 
it would derail my own career. But the cold truth was I didn’t like the 
child my son had become well enough to want to spend all day every 
day with him, a secret shame I have since learned I share with many 
parents. Nor could I imagine being responsible for his entire educa-
tion, when I couldn’t even make him do his homework.
By January of his kindergarten year, I was so tired of the nightly 
battle over homework that I stopped asking him to do it, only to dis-
cover weeks later that his teacher had been making him miss recess 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
when we were informed that if we took a long-planned trip to France, 
piggybacking on my husband’s stint as a visiting academic there, 
my son would have to repeat kindergarten. The district had a zero-
tolerance policy for too many unexcused absences.
To be clear, I do not fault my son’s teacher or his particular school 
for what happened. They are all gold-star exemplars of our current 
highly standardized educational system, and they have little discretion 
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in what or how children are taught. My son’s teacher—with her 
decades of classroom experience—was required to teach from a literal 
script; some subjects, such as math, were delivered via video straight 
from a representative at Pearson educational publishing. All of it was 
canned content written to a common standard: Here are the 637 dis-
crete skills every kindergartener should know, with a corresponding 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
myself that I could do at least as well as this.
That summer, after returning from France, I reacquainted myself 
????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
a guide, and dropped a postcard in the mail to our local attendance 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
Early on in our homeschooling efforts, I tried to recreate that 
ideal classroom I had glimpsed back in Canada. Like my kids’ set-up 
??? ??????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????
complete with chalkboard and class schedule and walls I repainted 
in soft muted tones. But it soon became clear to me that there would 
not be much advantage in upending our lives if we merely reproduced 
school at home.
Luckily for us, there are no requirements for homeschoolers in 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
the only oversight required by law—a thought as terrifying as it is 
liberating. When you remove the burden of external supervision, it 
changes the calculus of learning. If no one is watching, what are we 
learning for? Our educational goals have become the ones we set for 
ourselves. We do a thing not because it checks some curricular box but 
because it is interesting and worth doing, because it has value to us.
Because music and art are valuable to us, we do a lot of both, every 
day. My two older children each play the piano and a string instru-
ment. We draw and paint, knit and sculpt. In my son’s last school, these 
subjects were called “specials,” and his class was allowed only one of 
????????????????????? ????? ????????? ?????????? ????????????????????
our dining table. Over the course of three years, we learned to dye our 
own wool, had a friend spin it into yarn, and bought a loom and learned 
how to use it—just because we thought it would be an interesting thing 
to do, because it would add beauty to the table that is the beating heart 
of our home.
Similarly, what we study has a context. Our science for this year has 
been mainly ornithology because my kids wanted to know the names of 
the birds visiting our backyard feeder. To this end, each child has been 
creating a personal “bird book,” and along the way we have studied the 
????????? ????????????????????????????????? ???????? ??? ????????????
to catalog many of the species in the woods and on the waters near our 
home. What my kids learn at home is narrower than what they would 
learn in school, but, I think, deeper.
The cornerstone of our homeschool is a steady diet of wonder-
ful literature. Each morning, we curl up on our sagging gray couch 
with cups of tea and a stack of books that threatens to topple off the 
ottoman. As I read aloud, my children busy their hands with some 
embroidery or drawing or play dough, and more often than not my 
tea has cooled before I have remembered to take a single sip, so lost 
am I in “doing the voices” in the story or answering my children’s 
endless questions. In this way, we have journeyed out of the jungle with 
Mowgli, across the frontier with the Ingalls family, and to Neverland 
and back with Peter Pan. Many of these books I, too, am encountering 
??????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
one more chapter.”
An odd coincidence, perhaps meaningful: When I was in the 10th 
grade, I presented my parents with an urgent plea to be homeschooled 
and a six-page syllabus of all the things I wanted to study, including a 
detailed reading list. It wasn’t that I didn’t like school per se, it was that 
I was frustrated by my lack of free time to pursue what interested me. 
When I wasn’t in school or doing hours of homework each night, I was 
busy racking up the extracurricular activities that would make me an 
attractive applicant to a selective college like Wellesley. The irony was 
not lost on me, even at the age of 16, that I was asking to leave school 
to have the freedom to immerse myself in scholarly subjects. Of course 
my parents said no. My mom was a teacher at my own high school.
With this in mind, I have tried to give my children a great deal of 
liberty in choosing what we study. This year, when my boys made it 
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clear that my plan for the year didn’t interest them all that much, we 
shifted gears to what did: “Mummies and mythology,” they said, and 
I tweaked that into a survey of classical antiquity. Big thematic topics 
have become the vehicle for teaching the skills I think are important. 
Over the past nine months, as I have taught my 6-year-old to read 
and write, we have studied how humans learned to read and write. 
We made hieroglyphic scrolls and cuneiform tablets, we explored 
the alphabetic and numerical systems of the Greeks, Romans, and 
Egyptians. Much of our math this year has involved working through 
the discoveries of Pythagoras, Eratosthenes, and Archimedes. 
Reading children’s versions of The Iliad and The Odyssey, the tale of 
Gilgamesh and stories from the Hebrew scriptures have caused us to 
ponder together the age-old question “How should one live?”—which 
seems to me the fundamental reason for studying anything.
Freedom is built on trust, and I realize in retrospect that a big 
part of the reason my parents didn’t allow me to homeschool myself 
was out of fear. They didn’t trust that left to my own devices I would 
make good use of my time, or, perhaps, that I would get in to college. 
But if I’ve learned anything as a parent, it is that a child’s own curios-
ity is his best instructor. There’s an oft-misquoted chestnut, usually 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????? ??????? ?????????????????????????? ???????????????
my touchstone.
At the end of the day, I try to ask not what did we accomplish 
???????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????
year of our homeschooling, my then-7-year-old became enamored with 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
his new ability to read big, chunky books. So for an entire month, 
I let him use our school time to read all seven volumes. I trusted 
that there was nothing more important he could be doing than to learn 
to love reading.
Perhaps the most vital aspect of our school is not like school at all: 
play. “Play is the work of childhood,” Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget 
said (and Fred Rogers famously echoed). Like those two, I believe 
young children need lots of unstructured, open-ended play—not the 
20 minutes of recess allowed per day to elementary students in my 
district, but hours and hours of the stuff. So while my children are still 
very young, play is our priority. At most, we “do school” three or four 
mornings a week. On Thursdays, and often on Fridays, too, we spend 
the entire day with dozens of our homeschooling friends, playing in 
the woods or on a small family farm, in every kind of weather. My 
kids call these our “Forest School” days, but there are no educational 
objectives to these outings, although we have learned a lot: how to 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
seasons, how to catch a salamander and avoid a snakebite. I can easily 
imagine that of all the things we have learned together, these will be 
the only lessons my children will never forget.
Going back to our best day, what stands out for me the most is how 
proud my son was of teaching his younger siblings. His dimple deep-
ened and his eyes shone as he asked me, afterward, in the chummy 
manner of one professional to another, “Don’t you think today has been 
our best school day ever?”
I’m not sure if I have ever loved him more than I did at that 
moment, and I was reminded that one day—and probably sooner than 
I expect—it will be time for me to take a back seat in their schooling, 
when my children prefer a more traditional-looking classroom than 
the one I have created. And that’s OK. I have faith that they will have 
the skills to take charge of their own educations the way my son took 
charge of our homeschool that day. After all, hadn’t that been the point 
of our experiment?
My decision to homeschool began as an acute dissatisfaction, but it 
has become much more than that. I have discovered that I relish the 
process more than the outcome—the day-to-day experience of living 
and learning together. Somehow, without my being able to measure it, 
or even really noticing, my son had been absorbing this lesson all long. 
Now, it was my turn to sit back, watch, and learn.
Sarah Ligon ’03 is a freelance writer and editor who homeschools her three 
children in Oxford, Miss. She chronicles her homeschooling adventures on 
?????????? ????????????????????
WE DO A THING  
NOT BECAUSE IT CHECKS SOME 
CURRICULAR BOX BUT  
BECAUSE IT IS INTERESTING AND  
WORTH DOING, BECAUSE IT  
HAS VALUE TO US.
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News and information from the worldwide network of the Wellesley College Alumnae Association
WHEN I REFLECT on the enormously important 
mission of the WCAA—to connect alums to 
the College and one another, and to support 
the institutional priorities of Wellesley—I can’t 
help but feel slightly overwhelmed and still very 
lucky to have my job. The work of the Alumnae 
Association requires a dual view of Wellesley. 
One eye is trained on a rearview mirror, so we 
can clearly see and understand the experiences 
and traditions of alumnae. And the other eye 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
onto the Academic Quad, where we can bring 
into view today’s students.
??? ?????????????????????????????????????????????
we have already begun preparations for 
????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????
speaker events for the coming year. We are also 
busy supporting the creation of a Wellesley 
Jewish Alumnae SIG (Shared Identity Group), 
facilitating the IDEA Working Group (Inclusion 
and Diversity Engaging Alumnae), and support-
ing WAPA (Wellesley Alum Pride Alliance) and 
local alumnae club participation in Pride parades 
in cities across the country.
Sometimes I see two women through my 
bifurcated WCAA lens: Jane and Lian.
I refer to Jane as my Wellesley mother. I 
have known her as a second mom since I was a 
child. She is the reason I wanted to come here. 
????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????? ??????????????
Science, Wellesley wasn’t particularly welcom-
???????????????????????????????????? ????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????
course was offended when she explained that 
she was Jewish and couldn’t honestly write a 
???????????????????????????????????????????????
the resurrection.
I call Lian my Wellesley daughter. I have 
?????????????????????????????????? ?????????
The View From Green Hall
that I encouraged her to consider applying to 
Wellesley. A junior psychology major with a 
minor in health and society, she worked in the 
?????????????????????????????????????????????
has participated in Girls Group (where she and 
fellow students developed STEM curriculum to 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
has been an R.A. in Shafer, serves as a public-
???????????????? ??????????? ? ??????? ??????
by the psychology department, has at times been 
?????????????? ???????? ????????????????????
plans to spend spring semester studying in 
???????? ??????????????????????????? ??????????
And yet the experience by which Lian earned 
those credentials is refreshingly unique, shaped 
????????????????????????????????????????? ???????
a student of color, the daughter of parents born 
in Guyana. Lian brings a heartfelt and lived spir-
ituality to her leadership. She possesses a rare 
empathy, compassion, charisma, and authenticity 
in everything she does.
Lian is just one example of so very many stu-
dents on campus today, blazing their own trails 
as they set out to make a difference in the world.
?????????????????????????????????????? ?????
???????????????????????????????????????????????
she sent this lovely note:
“I want to share with you a wonderful thing 
that many classmates and I noticed and loved—
the increasing diversity we saw as the parade 
????????????????????????????????????????????
tangible evidence of the College becoming more 
inclusive—a Wellesley she had hoped for as a 
student, a Wellesley that wouldn’t hold some 
members of the community at arm’s length. 
Seeing that increase of diversity as the parade 
progresses is as powerful to many alums as 
watching the eldest generation lead us in this 
wonderful tradition.
We need to own our past, so that we can move 
beyond it together. It’s not that we need to do 
away with or be critical of it for the sake of politi-
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
learning, we need to understand why expanding 
????????????????????????????????? ????????????????
us to think, learn, and act on inclusion.
?????? ????????? ????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????? ????????????????
provide tours to the ever-increasing crowds of 
prospective students and the people with them. 
The prospectives wander wide-eyed and slack-
jawed around our gorgeous environs, visibly 
dreaming of the possibility of joining this most 
amazing and strongest women’s network in the 
world—just as Jane, Lian, and I each did.
















“I LOVE A PARADE,” says Jess Planos Sirizzotti ’10, who organized the 
Wellesley contingent in the New York City Pride March on June 24. It 
was a day of exuberant celebration and shared connections among the 
alumnae who turned out to march—ranging from the class of ’64 to ’18. 
But for Sirizzotti, it wasn’t just about the joy. It was all about progress.
“In 1981, the Wellesley Lesbians & Friends had bags over their heads 
in the yearbook,” she says. “Here we are a few decades later with the 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
pins! and banners! and hats! …  The most meaningful part of the experi-
ence for me was taking a moment to appreciate how far we’ve come.”
Wellesley parade contingents (or watchers) also gathered this 
year in Boston, Los Angeles, and Oakland, Calif., representing a 
step forward for the Wellesley Alum Pride Alliance, as well. WAPA, a 
Shared Identity Group under the auspices of the WCAA, was formed 
in 2017 and elected a permanent governing board earlier this year 
with Malinda Lo ’96 as president. Sirizzotti, the new vice president for 
programs, has taken the event count from one last year (the group’s 
inaugural appearance in New York Pride) to eight so far this year. 
Gatherings have ranged from a trivia night in Providence, R.I., to a 
Wellesley alum happy hour in Washington, D.C., to a Seven Sisters 
Pride Picnic in Boston.
“I’ll be coordinating with a great team of regional reps to bring 
alums together worldwide,” Sirizzotti says. “Seeing the outpouring of 
interest and local volunteers has made us so excited for next year.”










DOLORES ARREDONDO ’95 loves to tell the story 
of the young alum who came running into the 
annual tea sponsored by Latina and African-
American alumnae in Los Angeles. It’s an event 
modeled on afternoon tea at Wellesley, complete 
with fancy attire “to celebrate us.” 
“We’re sitting there in these very elegant 
hats and dresses and sipping on tea,” Arredondo 
says, “and here comes this woman in scrubs and 
white slippers, and her hair was kind of frazzled.” 
“Excuse me, excuse me,” the alum said 
breathlessly. “Is this the Wellesley tea?” She 
was a medical resident at UCLA and desperately 
wanted to join the Wellesley crowd—between 
shifts. Her surgical mask still around her neck, 
she apologized profusely for her clothes.
“All we could do was cheer for her and hug 
her,” Arredondo says. “We know we’re so under-
represented, both WAAD and WLAN women, in 
medicine, and all we could do was [ask], What 
do you need from us? … We just poured our tea 
and our heart into her.” The woman, now a prac-
ticing physician, attends the teas faithfully, and 
always volunteers to coach students interested 
in medicine. 
This past June was the 15th anniversary of 
the tea, which alumnae called “Quinceañera”—
after the traditional celebration for a girl’s 
15th birthday. Representatives of the Alumnae 
Association and the College—the WCAA’s 
director of alumnae engagement Lesley Rhodes 
Robertson ’88, advisor for Latinx students Mared 
Alicea-Westort, and director of Harambee House 
??????? ??????????? ???????????????
It all started in 1998, before shared identity 
groups WAAD (Wellesley Alumnae of African 
Descent) and WLAN (Wellesley Latina Alumnae 
Network) existed. Arredondo and three friends, 
feeling far from Wellesley, decided to form what 
she calls “a band to support each other.” They got 
together every third Sunday for tea, for hikes, 
for whatever activities they chose. Several years 
in, they had the idea to invite other Wellesley 
alums for an event, and the annual tea was born. 
Alumnae of color from a wide range of years, 
current students, and sometimes even prospec-
tive students attend. Intentionally held at cen-
trally located venues—to aid accessibility for 
those without cars—the event usually draws 
40–45 people. Organizers work hard to keep 
costs down and have even made spare dresses 
available for anyone who wanted them, all in the 
name of inclusivity.
 The program focuses on networking. 
Attendees individually introduce themselves 
to the full group, and may share a favorite 
Wellesley memory. At multigenerational tables, 
they might trade advice with the younger gen-
erations. Connections are made; internships, 
grad school advisors, and job opportunities have 
been found. And the group strategizes about how 
to get more alumnae of color involved, whether 
through admissions work to increase the pipeline 
of students of color, fund-raising, or participation 
in SIGs or local clubs. 
Kathy Silva ’16 has attended the tea since 
?????????????????????????????????????????? ???
she says, “I was able to see myself in the alums 
that I met, and learning about their careers gave 
me hope about my own future…. I left feeling 
?????????????????????????????????????????????
part of this network myself!” As a result, she 
became a WLAN board member and is serving 
as the SIG’s southwest regional representative. 
Longtime attendee Karen Grigsby Bates ’73 
says what keeps her coming back is simple: “The 
sisterhood. … I’ve gotten to see the shy incomings 
grow into lovely, poised young women. And the 
younger alums grow into powerful community 
and business leaders. It’s really heartwarming.” 
This year’s attendance by College representatives 
was tremendously appreciated by the group, she 
says. “[It] is a sign of how far the relationship 
between the WCAA and alums of color has devel-
oped. That would have been unthinkable 20 years 
ago, maybe even 10. It’s a happy sign of progress.”
For her part, Arredondo has big plans for this 
tea. “My dream for something this special … is 
to have it in other cities across the U.S., to help 
engage alums and connect them to students.” 
Stay tuned.
—Alice M. Hummer
Quinceañera! The WAAD-WLAN Tea in L.A.
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Announcing a New Jewish SIG
IN CASE YOU HADN’T NOTICED: The WCAA is not your moth-
er’s alumnae association, where the main ways for alumnae 
to connect were based on when they graduated (class) or 
where they lived (club). SIGs—or shared identity groups—
were launched a few years ago, with alumnae coming 
together in networks based on identity. There’s WAAD 
(Wellesley Alumnae of African Descent), WLAN (the 
Wellesley Latina Alumnae Network), W3A (the Wellesley 
Asian Alumnae Alliance), and WAPA (the Wellesley Alum 
Pride Alliance).
??????????????????
This fall, the WJA—Wellesley Jewish Alumnae—made 
its debut, thanks to the joint efforts of leaders in the Jewish 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????
provide connections among Jewish alumnae of any denom-
ination and regardless of the form their Jewish identity 
takes,” says Leah Kaplan ’02, the SIG’s interim president. 
????????? ????????? ??????????????????????????????????????
as Jewish,” which includes alumnae who are not religious 
but identify as culturally or ethnically Jewish.
WJA now has a website (wja.alum.wellesley.edu) 
with a list of coming events and a newsletter. Alumnae 
can join simply by adding their names to the directory on 
the site.  
The group will sponsor programs around the country. 
One of them, Shabbat Across the Miles, will bring alumnae 
together in various cities on the same night for Shabbat-
related activities—whether challah making, or Shabbat 
dinners in homes, or dinner conversations with a speaker. 
WJA will connect to students and Jewish life on campus 
through the College rabbi, Dena Bodian. 
The WJA will have an interim board until it holds elec-
?????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????
from [different] class years and Jewish backgrounds on 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
to join in.”
The class notes, according to every reader survey we’ve 
done, are the most read pages of the magazine. Most 
people say they turn to notes FIRST. That’s a lot of pres-
sure for your class secretary! Here are some tips for 
giving her a hand and earning her everlasting affection. 
1. Keep your contact info up-to-date. We’d like to say 
we’re such ace reporters here at the magazine that we 
keep up with your every move, but we’re not quite that 
good. So if you move, change your email address, or even 
just your name, let the College know via recordupdates@
wellesley.edu or 1-800-339-5233. This will help your sec-
retary reach out to you more easily. (Keeping your 411 
current also allows you to get invites to reunions and local 
events, and—importantly!—receive the magazine.)
2. Don’t give in to the “I’m not Madeleine/Hillary/Wendy 
Wellesley” syndrome. We hear so often that some alums 
don’t write in to notes (or attend Wellesley events) because 
they feel they haven’t achieved enough. That’s poppy-
cock. Your classmates want to hear what you’re up to. The 
lessons you’ve learned in the School of Life, the laughs 
you’ve had along the way, the crazy adventures you’ve had 
raising kids or making art or volunteering—that’s all valu-
able and interesting to folks who are doing the same thing 
(or want to, or used to).
3. Ditto on the “my life is not perfect” syndrome. You 
might be going through a divorce, looking for a job after 
getting laid off, or caring for a sick family member. You 
know what? So is someone else. Not everyone feels 
comfortable sharing, but if you do, you’ll probably learn 
two things: 1) There’s a huge Wellesley support network 
out there, eager to help and listen. 2) What you know may 
be helpful to someone else.
4. Everyday life provides great fodder for notes. What 
book have you read that rocked your world? Are you just 
learning how to adult post-Wellesley and made a hash of 
???????????????????????? ????????????????? ??????? ????
your Wellesley BFFs whom you haven’t seen in 25 years? 
Share.It.With.Your.Secretary.
5. Everyone matters. If you haven’t seen anyone like you in 
the notes lately, be a trailblazer. Write in. Your presence 
in the notes may inspire someone else to send news. Your 
secretary’s contact info is at the top of your class column.
6. Don’t forget the deadlines. The secretaries’ columns are 
due Sept. 1, Dec. 1, March 1, and May 1. Have a heart: 
Deluge them with news a couple weeks before that!
—Alice M. Hummer
An occasional “how to” column on issues related to the WCAA, 
clubs, classes, and SIGs. If there’s a topic you’d like some tips 
on, drop us a line at magazine @wellesley.edu.
HOW TO …
Earn Your Class 
Secretary’s Undying Love
2006
Katie Wagner ’09 and chemistry professor 
Nolan Flynn discuss their research in his 
?????????????????????????????? ??????????????
tiles behind them, which have been failing 
in recent years, will be replaced with clear 
and opaque glass as part of the renovation of 
the Science Center. Katie is currently in the 
????????????????????????????????????????????
Northwell Health in Long Island.
Photo by Richard Howard
78 WELLESLEY MAGAZINE
CONTINUED
her family’s home in Grand Junction, Colo., their 
ranch in the mountains, and lakefront homes in 
Michigan. She was a brilliant chemical engineer with 
additional degrees from MIT and Yale University. 
???????? ??????????? ???????????????????????????????-
matography in partnership with her husband, John 
Frenz, and an intellectual powerhouse, Jana derived 
the most joy and pride from her children, Amary 
and Hunter. Jana also leaves her sister, Kirsten 
Jacobson Lerner ’81, her brother, Eric, and us, her 
Wellesley family.
Patti Jungreis Sulser ’79
Kim Fairey ’80 died on Nov. 8, 2016, of pancreatic 
cancer.
Beginning as freshman roommates, it was a 
joy to have 40 years of friendship with Kim. An 
accomplished businesswoman, academic, musician, 
and friend, Kim made a lasting mark on all she 
touched. Those who knew her will recall her quick 
and hearty laugh, bright eyes, and brilliant smile! 
Always a learner, Kim got an M.B.A. and an M.Div. 
following Wellesley. Kim leaves behind many loving 
friends and family members, including her two pre-
cious daughters, Jennie and Sarah. We will always 
treasure how Kim pursued life with zeal, generosity, 
and grace.
Mary Tynan ’80
philanthropic resources for New York’s recovery 





Joy Ann Kruse ’77 died on May 22.
Joy spent the last 17 years of her distinguished 
career as a partner and senior leader at Lieff 
Cabraser. Joy led by example in the area of pro bono 
civil rights representation, including on behalf of pris-
oners at Pelican Bay State Prison, who challenged the 
????????????????????????????????????????????????-
tutional policy of gang validation. Joy also served on 
the Equal Rights Advocates board of directors and 
litigation committee from 2010 to 2016, during which 
she provided invaluable guidance to ERA’s gender 
justice programs. Joy was an extraordinary lawyer, 
treasured ERA leader, and friend to many. ERA 
has formed the Joy Kruse Gender Justice Memorial 
Fund to honor her memory.
Joy’s friends and colleagues  
at ERA and Lieff Cabraser
Carol Elaine Allen ’78 passed away on March 3 in 
Los Angeles.
Carol would skate on her socks into our McAfee 
rooms with arms up in the air, talking at hyper 
speed and smiling her big, joyful smile. She was 
passionate about her family, her many friends, her 
elementary-school students, her church commu-
nity, Shakespeare, baking, See’s Chocolates, the 
Dodgers, Yosemite, and Disneyland—but not the 
Hollywood Wax Museum, where she went only to 
make a friend happy. She always had hugs, prayers, 
or food to comfort anyone in need.
Dear Carol, wherever we walk, you are forever 
in our hearts.
Elaine Claar Campbell ’78
Susan Yee Jong ’78
Mimi Mengis ’78
Joan Sanger ’78
Ann Baker Steiner ’78
Jana Jacobson ’79 died on June 20 after several long 
and complicated illnesses.
Jana was a unique and creative true Westerner: 
raised on skis and traveling vast distances between 
HOW TO SUBMIT A MEMORIAL
Wellesley welcomes memorials for alumnae written 
by friends or family members. Please contact the 
magazine staff at magazine@wellesley.edu to submit 
a memorial.
Memorials in Wellesley magazine are limited to 
100 words. The magazine does not accept eulogies 
or previously published obituaries for adaptation. All 
submissions may be edited.
Shelf Life
COMPASSION AMID CHAOS
Continued from page 14
?????????????????????????????????? ??????????? ????-
neous challenges faced by the care teams.
In depicting her second experience, in Sierra 
Leone, Lai shifts to the stories of individual patients 
or families over time, so that the reader is able to 
better understand the trajectory of disease from the 
patient perspective. The change in structure is effec-
tive, providing a more thorough view than either 
style would have alone. Lai’s own thoughts and feel-
ings, interspersed throughout the narrative, are an 
essential aspect of telling such a resonant story.
The reality of the Ebola epidemic can be painful 
to read about, because it contains so much tragedy. 
?????????????????? ??????? ??? ??????????????????? ??-
tance in order to make the experience tolerable for the 
reader, while still exhibiting empathy and not closing 
herself off to the truth, which is that this is an unimagi-
nable horror. Her memoir is an important voice that 
reminds us that we must not turn away from that 
which is profoundly tragic and fear-inducing. Facing 
it is the only way to maintain our shared humanity.
—Veronica Ades ’99
Ades, an assistant professor of obstetrics and gyne-
cology and the director of global women’s health at 
the NYU School of Medicine, holds both an M.D. 
and an M.P.H.
DON’T FEAR THE MARKET
Continued from page 14
Town details the emotional and mental road-
blocks she encountered while undertaking this 
12-month investment practice, and although those 
are specific to her situation, many readers may 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????
work she does to overcome those fears—of math, of 
wealth itself—is reassuring. Just because her dad 
knows this world doesn’t mean it comes easy to her. 
She has to take cupcake breaks at times, but her 
mantra seems to be: If she can do it, so can you.
Because the majority of readers won’t be able to 
just call up Phil Town with questions about invest-
ing, the book is peppered with numerous aids: 
monthly exercises for investing practice; checklists; 
Excel breakdowns; appendices with supplemen-
??????????????????????????????? ????? ??? ???????? 
danielletown.com, offers additional resources. And, 
if that isn’t enough, daughter and dad have created 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
everything from the basics of investing to interviews 
??????????????????????
The book’s main message is one of empower-
ment. It makes no assumptions about age, income, 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
argue that none of that is necessary to effectively 
invest on your own. What is necessary is a willing-
ness to learn and to dedicate a certain amount of 
time to the process. With Invested’s easy-to-follow 
format, readers can do just that, and perhaps be on 
?????? ??????????????????????????????????????????
—Jennifer E. Garrett ’98
Garrett, a freelance writer based in the Boston area, 
?????????????????????????????????????????????? ????? 
she worked for years as an editor at a mortgage-
industry magazine.
Remember those classic 
Wellesley sweatshirts  
that you can’t find in the 
bookstore anymore?
Now, that Champion-brand 
quality can be yours!
Purchase your classic, Champion-brand  
sweatshirt in gray or navy for only $49  
(includes shipping in the U.S.)
Available in sizes  
S to XXXL.  
Sale runs through 
12/15/18.
THE CLASSIC SWEATSHIRT COMEBACK!
Get yours while they last.
Brought to you by  




We invite all Wellesley alumnae, faculty and staff, parents of students, 
Davis Scholars, and residents of surrounding communities to become members 
of the Wellesley College Club, located on the shores of Lake Waban. 
T H E  W E L L E S L E Y  C O L L E G E  C L U B  Welcomes You
Stay 
Whether you’re bringing your child to look at the College or are 
coming to reconnect with alumnae friends, we welcome you 
to our lakeside rooms. Complimentary continental breakfast, 
high-speed internet, and parking are all included. 
Celebrate 
If you’re planning a wedding, a bar/bat mitzvah, or some other 
celebration, our event staff  is ready to help you with the details. 
We can accommodate groups up to 200 people. 
Socialize 
We’re open for buff et lunch Tuesday through Friday and 
have a variety of other events throughout the year—
including summer barbecues, Canines & Cocktails (you 
and your pooch are invited to relax on our patio), and 
holiday dinners. 
Meet
We off er light-fi lled rooms with the latest conference 
technology for your meetings or training sessions. 
Corporate events are welcome. 




seat of my car. It was a huge, weighty, metallic purple contraption that 
clack-clack-clacked when it rolled. I loved that sound. It meant that 
















Then I discovered the infant/toddler program at CHIME in 
Northridge, Calif., a pre???????????????????????????????????????????
and their caregivers. The morning we arrived, children were sitting 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????Well, I thought, 
she’ll probably learn a lot by watching.
????????????????????????????????????? ???????? ????????????? ???? ???
???????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????? ?????now.




???????????? ??????? ?????? ??????????????????????????????????? ????????????
?????? ????? ????????????????????? ?????????????????? ???????????
????????????????????? ??????????? ??????? ????????????????????????????
ever seen.
??????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????? ???









Yeah, right, I thought.












grinned, and ran toward the action. Children stared as she whizzed into 
?????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????
?????????? ???????????????????? ??their????????????????????? ?????????




????????????????????? ? ???????? ??????????????? ??? ??????????????????
????? ????????????? ??????????? ????????????????????????????????????
?????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????? ???????? ???
?????????????????????????????????? ??? ???????????????????????????????????
clack-clacking,??????????????????zoom-zooming, totally wonderful 
tool to reach the world.
Jamie Kiffel-Alcheh ’98 is the author of several children’s books for readers of all abilities, including the board book????????? ????????????????
She’s also a regular contributor to National Geographic Kids.
Endnote
By Jamie Kiffel-Alcheh ’98
A New View for Science At the heart of the new construction in the Science 
Center will be the T.T. and W.F. Chao Foundation Innovation Hub, which will 
include double-height windows overlooking the Edible Ecosystem (adjacent to the 
observatory). On the back cover: Science Hill as it will look after the completion of 
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